
Name   Period     
 

Novel Choice     
 

Summer Reading Assignment Log 
========================================================================================= 

Life is ultimately about choices. As you read, consider the choices made by characters in the book you have 
read. Document a variety of characters and the choices made that you believe to have been especially important. You 

must fill in all of the boxes. 
========================================================================================== 
Reading Log: 

 
 

character choice page number 
 
 

Darry 

Darry chooses to raise his brothers instead of 
going to college. 

page 16 

 
Johnny 

Johnny fatally stabs Bob. page 56 

 
 

Johnny and Ponyboy 

Johnny and Ponyboy run into the church to save 
the children. 

pages 91-92 

 
 

Dallas 

Dallas runs away and robs a store. page 151-153 

 
 

Dallas 

Dallas commits suicide. page 154 



Topic Selection: After reading, reflect on the choices documented on the previous chart. Select one 
choice that one character made in your novel. Identify the character below and briefly describe the choice the 
character made. Then, decide if you agree or disagree with the choice and briefly explain why. 

 
 

character choice agree or disagree – Why? 
 
 

Dallas 

Dallas runs away and robs a store. add your 
own ideas here 

 
Evidence: You will need to provide evidence from the text that the choice made by the 

character was one with which you agree or disagree. You should have specific 
examples. Use the space below to record information, ideas, and page numbers that 
you will use in the body of the essay. 

 
 

Remember to select quotes that are relevant to the essential question, and be prepared to integrate the 
quotes into a writing assignment. 

 
 page number(s) Textual Evidence/Ideas 

What motivated 
the character to 

make the 
choice? 

page 149 
 
 

page 152 

“Damnit, Johnny…” he begged, slamming one fist against the wall, 
hammering it to obey his will. “Oh, damnit, Johnny, don’t die, please 
don’t die…” 

“Johnny was the only thing Dally loved. And now Johnny was gone.” 

How did the 
choice affect the 

character? 

 
 

page 153 
 

page 154 

“It was Dally. He phoned from a booth. He’s just robbed a grocery 
store and the cops are after him.” 

“Dally raised his gun, and I thought: You blasted fool. They don’t 
know you’re only bluffing. And even as the policemen’s guns spit fire 
into the night I knew that was what Dally wanted. He was dead 
before he hit the ground.” 

How did the 
choice affect 

others around 
him/her? 

page 154 
 
 

page 156 

“Dally didn’t die a hero. He died violent and young and desperate, 
just like we all knew he’d die someday.” 

“Dallas and Johnny were dead. Don’t think of them, I thought. Don’t 
think of Dally breaking up in the hospital, crumpling under the street 
light. Try to think that Johnny is better off now, try to remember that 
Dally would have ended up like that sooner or later.” 

 
**This assignment is due the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. Failure to complete this summer reading assignment 
may significantly impact a student’s first quarter grade. 


